The R.I.M.M.O. Association 
(Réserve Internationale Maritime en Méditerranée Occidentale)
The RIMMO association was founded in July 1992 in France to encourage France, Monaco and Italy to declare a marine mammal Sanctuary in the western Mediterranean, which finally came into being in 2002 by the 3 countries signing the PELAGOS agreement.

This sanctuary, whose purpose is to raise public awareness and protect all marine mammals and their habitat, covers 88 000 km² of the Mediterranean between France, Italy and all around the island of Corsica.
Operation DELPHIS 

Operation DELPHIS was born in 1996 at the request of dolphin and whale enthusiasts. They had already signed petitions and given support to associations, now they wanted to get personally involved in a cetacean protection project. 

So every year, professional and amateur boaters are invited to an exceptional day out at sea to identify and count dolphins and whales. They also take plankton and sea water samples for scientific analysis. Each participating boat follows a precise scientific protocol on an individually allotted square 4nm by 4nm. The adjoining squares form a wide mesh covering a very large area at sea. 

Nowhere else in the world, does any other cetacean protocol gather as much data simultaneously on dolphins, whales and on plankton over such an important area. 

To ensure the accuracy of the data gathered by the volunteers, our teams meet the participants to train them in identifying different cetacean species and how to use the plankton net. 

Having organised Operation Delphis every year in France, Italy and off the Principality of Monaco for the last 12 years, RIMMO has acquired an expertise in organizing large-scale nautical events. 

The International Conference 

For the last 16 years, RIMMO has organised the annual International Conference on Cetaceans of the Mediterranean in Nice every November, to which scientists, policy makers and Operation Delphis participants are invited.

The latest data and results on marine mammals and marine biodiversity are exchanged and Mediterranean scientists define future research programs. 

The results of the year’s Opération DELPHIS are presented, discussed and compared with those of previous years. 

A shared project 

The sea is certainly an essential symbol of the Mediterranean’s history and culture, cradle of our civilization. Abundant everywhere, dolphins embody its values perfectly. The perfect symbol!
Unlike us, the dolphin doesn’t respect borders, so extending Operation Delphis to all the countries bordering the western Mediterranean based on 12 years experience and data seems natural. 

