STATUTE 


1. Name and Constitution 

The name of the Club shall be the Malta Fishing Forum Club (or Association). The Club exists to encourage and provide facilities for the recreational activity of fishing as categorised under heading Number 2 Membership and related social activities. Membership is open to all persons interested in recreational fishing from land, boat or spear fishing, subject to approval by the Committee. 

2. Membership 

1. The MFF association shall represent members from the three main categories of recreational fishing as practiced by its members, namely shore fishing, boat fishing and spear fishing.  

2. Membership is open to all fishing enthusiasts irrespective of age and who practice any form of recreational fishing as their hobby.  
3. Politicians representing the full spectrum of the Maltese Political scene are welcome to join the Malta Fishing Forum Club.  However, no politician who holds office or aspires to hold office as a Member of Parliament (including Minister, Par. Secretary, Par. Assistant)  Local Council member or other Political activist in office may be considered for election to the Malta Fishing Forum Club or any other sub-committee of the Malta Fishing Forum Club.
4. The executive committee reserves the right to accept or refuse any membership application.  No explanation is necessary by the executive committee when refusing a new member application.

5. Each member will pay a yearly membership fee.  The Finance Secretary will issue a receipt to acknowledge payment of membership fee.
6. Membership will automatically terminate if/when a member decides to resign; deceased or said member does not pay the membership fee for three consecutive years.  The said member will be notified in writing on termination of membership.
7. Termination of membership may occur in the eventuality of non adherence to the Association’s statue rules and regulations.  In this eventuality, the said member is entitled to a fair hearing before the committee’s decision to terminate the said membership.  

8. In cases where a member has had his membership terminated according to sub-article 2.6, the said member is also entitled to appeal the executive committee’s decision before the Annual General Meeting.  The Annual General Meeting attendees will then decide by secret vote whether to uphold the executive committee’s decision. A simple majority of the members present at the time of hearing will determine the outcome.

3. The Executive Committee of the Club 

3.1 The management of the Club shall be conducted by a Committee consisting of seven members who shall be elected at an Annual General Meeting for a period of three years. 
3.2 The Officials of the Club shall be as follows: 

President
Vice President 

Honorary Secretary

Finance Secretary 

Public Relations Officer 

Assistant Secretary
Assistant Finance Secretary
  

The Executive Committee shall be elected every three years by the annual General meeting from amongst its members at a meeting chaired by the senior officer of the previous Committee present. However, the full executive committee needs to be reconfirmed by simple majority of all members present during each annual General Meeting.

3.3 The Committee may approach distinguished persons to extend their patronage to the club.  All politicians are excluded from this clause. 
3.4 The President of the Executive Committee chairs the executive committee meetings.  The President is also responsible for the general running of the association and provides general administrative direction and control of the association.  The President will also be an active figure in any discussions the association may have from time to time with Government ministries or other related authorities.
3.5 The Honorary Secretary ensures all decisions taken by the executive committee are implemented and actioned accordingly.  Takes minutes of each committee meeting and is responsible for all incoming and outgoing correspondence.  The Honorary Secretary has control over all club correspondence and ensures all written media including account sheets are in conformance with the statute regulating the MFF club.  The Honorary Secretary is also responsible for all property related to the club, and any persons acting on behalf of the club.

3.6 The Finance Secretary will be the Club's financial adviser and the finance of the Club will be under his direction. He will also be responsible for supervising the Club accounts, the preparation of annual budgets and the preparation and presentation of the audited financial statements to the members at the Annual General Meeting. All financial transactions relating to the Club shall be done under the signatures of the Finance Secretary, together with the President or the Executive Secretary, or any other delegated member of the Committee. 

3.7 The Committee shall have the power to make any bye-laws it may deem necessary, provided such bye-laws are not in conflict with the Statute. The Committee shall cause any such bye-laws to be communicated to all members of the Club, and to be available for inspection at any time in the Club’s website. Bye-laws shall be numbered sequentially and dated. 

3.8 Meetings of the Committee shall be chaired by the President, or in his absence by the Vice President. 

3.9 Decisions requiring a vote to be taken shall be based on a simple majority vote, with the Chairman having a casting vote. 

3.10 A meeting of the Committee shall only be deemed to be properly constituted if due notice has been given to all members, which ordinarily should be at least seven days in advance. 

3.11 The quorum necessary to constitute a Committee meeting shall be four voting persons. If only four members are present at a meeting, any decision taken must be unanimous. 

3.12 The Committee may appoint sub-Committees with such Chairmen, members and powers as it deems fit. Chairmen of such sub-Committees may co-opt such members as may be deemed necessary. Co-opted members shall not be entitled to attend meetings of the Committee; however Committee members are entitled ex-ufficio to attend any sub-Committee meeting. 

3.13 Any Committee member who fails to attend three meetings held in the term of office of the same Committee without valid reason or notice beforehand shall be required to stand down if a majority vote so determines. 

3.14 The Committee shall cause an Official Club Notice Board to be erected and maintained within the Malta Fishing Forum Website, on which all official notices issued by the Committee shall be posted. Notices shall be deemed to have been effectively published after having been posted on the MFF Notice Board. 

3.15 Should a Committee member resign during his term of office, the next un-elected candidate with the most number of votes in his favour shall fill the vacancy and carry voting rights within the Committee. If there is more than one vacancy, then the same procedure shall apply. In the case there is no runner up, an extraordinary AGM will determine the person who shall fill the vacancy. 

3.16 The club's judicial and legal representation is vested in the President and Honorary Secretary, or in either Officers absence or indisposition, any executive committee member, starting by the Vice President.   

4. Fees 

4.1 The Fees and Subscriptions rate shall be issued as a Bye-law to this Statute. The Committee shall have the power at any time to alter the amount of annual Subscription providing that the variation does not exceed twenty percent in one calendar year. 

4.2 Members elected between 1st January and 30th June in any year shall pay the full subscription. Those elected between 1st July and 31st December shall pay one half only during the year of election. 

4.3 Subscriptions are payable annually in advance on January 2nd and not later than January 31st. Members are responsible for payment of their Subscription without the Club having any liability to send any notification. If any member shall be in arrears with his or her Subscription after this date the Committee may cause his or her name to be posted on the Notice Board of the Club, but whether posted or not he / she shall cease to be entitled to use or enjoy any of the Club facilities, benefits or privileges as long as the Subscription shall remain in arrears. If this Subscription is not paid by the 30th June of the year for which it was due, such member shall cease to be a member of the Club. A member whose membership has been so terminated may be proposed and considered for re-election at the discretion of the Committee. 

4.4 The first payment of a Subscription shall be an acknowledgement by the member that he or she is bound by the Statute and Bye-laws of the Club, and all alterations and additions duly made to them. 

5. General Meetings 

5.1 No less than 21 days' notice of any General Meeting shall be given to all members. Due notice of a General Meeting shall be deemed to have been given on the day on which it was posted (by ordinary post), addressed to the Member at the last known address according to the Club register. 

5.2 To constitute a General Meeting, there shall be at least 21 voting members present, provided that if the required number of members is not present fifteen minutes after the time fixed for the Meeting, the Meeting shall be held irrespective of the number of Members present and every decision taken at that Meeting shall be binding on all Members of the Club. 

5.3 General Meetings shall be chaired by the President of the Club, or in his absence by the Vice President.  

5.4 Decisions at any General Meeting shall be taken on the basis of a simple majority vote, with the exception of decisions regarding Amendments to the Statute or Dissolution of the Club which will require a two thirds majority of the members present and entitled to vote. The Chairman of the Meeting shall have a casting vote. 

5.5 The Annual General Meeting shall be held at or before the end of February of each year for the following purposes, to be considered in the order as listed: 

Approval of Minutes of previous General Meeting/s;
Receiving and discussing the Reports of the Flag Officers and of the Honorary Treasurer and approval of the Audited Financial Statements for the previous year;
Appointing Auditors to hold office until the end of the year;
Transacting any business of which due notice has been given;
Appointing Electoral Commissioners;
Closure. 

5.6 All proposals for items of business to be discussed at the Annual General Meeting shall be seconded and submitted in writing to the Honorary Secretary at least fourteen days before the date of the Meeting. 

5.7 An agenda of all business to be brought before the Annual General Meeting, together with the Minutes of the previous General Meeting/s to be approved during the Annual General Meeting and a copy of the Audited Financial Statements for the previous year, shall be available for inspection in the Club office to Club Members at least seven days before the date of the Meeting. 

5.8 Two separate attendance sheets shall be available to Members at any General Meeting, one to be signed by Members present carrying voting rights and one to be signed by Members present not carrying voting rights. 

5.9 Three Electoral Commissioners shall be elected by the Members present at the Annual General Meeting. 

5.10 The Electoral Commissioners shall announce the result of the election as soon as possible after the conclusion of voting. In the event of a tie the election shall be settled by drawing lots by the Electoral Commissioners. 

5.11 The President shall call an Extraordinary General Meeting if required by the Committee, or if requested in writing to do so by not fewer than twenty one voting members. Not less than twenty one days' notice of such Meeting shall be given, and the Notice shall specify the business to be conducted. No other business shall be conducted at that Meeting. 

6. Election of Committee 

6.1 Names of candidates for election to the Committee, duly proposed and seconded by Members carrying voting rights, shall be submitted on the prescribed form to reach the Honorary Secretary at least fourteen days before the date of the Meeting, and shall be posted on the Club Notice Board not less than ten days before the date of the Meeting. 

6.2 Election of membership to the Committee shall be by secret ballot, and open for three days before the Annual General Meeting. A ballot box will be made available, in the Club office, for the three days leading up to the Annual General Meeting. Members entitled to vote may, at any time during office hours, and during such period, cast their votes for the election of candidates to the Committee. Voting will close fifteen minutes after the time of closure of the Annual General Meeting. Votes will be cast on the prescribed ballot sheets. Balloting will cease during the meeting. 

7. Affiliation and Reciprocal Agreements 

7.1 The Club shall be affiliated to the International Game Fish Association (IGFA) and the Federazzjoni Ghaqda Sajjieda Dilettanti Maltin,  as long as this Authority is affiliated to the Kunsill Malti Ghal-isport, The club will also seek affiliation and recognition with the Kunsill Malti Ghal-isport. 

7.2 The Club may enter into reciprocal arrangements with other Fishing clubs when the Committee considers it to be of benefit to do so. Members of such clubs shall be deemed Honorary Members of the Club. 

8. Discipline 

8.1 The Committee, at its own discretion, may investigate actions by any Member occurring during fishing activities or on the Malta Fishing Forum which are considered to be contrary to the accepted standards of behaviour in such circumstances. The Committee may penalize the Member concerned by suspending him or her from participation in any number of Club activities as may be deemed appropriate. 

8.2 It shall be the duty of the Committee, if at any time it shall be of the opinion that the interests of the Club so require, to invite by letter any Member to resign from the Club within a time specified in such letter, giving the reasons. In default of such resignation the Committee shall invite the Member in question to make representations, verbally or in writing, as to why he or she should not be expelled, following which the proposal to expel such a Member shall be put to a vote of a Committee meeting to be held at the earliest opportunity. 

8.3 Decisions taken in regard to matters under items 8.1 and 8.2 shall be posted on the Notice Board. Decisions taken by the Committee in this respect shall be final and not subject to appeal. 


12. Amendments to the Statute 

12.1 This Statute may be amended or repealed by resolution at an Annual or Extraordinary General Meeting, carried by a majority of at least two-thirds of the Members present and voting. 

13. Dissolution of the Club 

13.1 The Club shall be dissolved if it is so resolved by a majority of not less than two-thirds of Members entitled to vote at an Extraordinary General Meeting called for in accordance with Rule 6.11. 

13.2 On the passing of such a Resolution the Committee shall appoint Trustees forthwith, or at such date as shall be specified in such resolution, who shall proceed to realize the property of the Club and, after discharge of all liabilities, shall divide such property equally among the Members carrying voting rights. Upon the completion of such divisions, the Club shall be dissolved. The Trustees shall give full consideration to any directions given by the Committee in regard to the realization and division of property of the Club. 

14. Interpretation of the Statute 

14.1 The Committee shall be the sole authority for the interpretation of this Statute and any Bye-Laws made thereunder. The decision of the Committee shall be final and binding on all Members. 

